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Introduction 
	Dating women from a different culture, race and social class are extremely challenging. In the book, “How to Date a Brown (Black Girl, White Girl, or Halfie)” by Junot Diaz contains a short satirical story that advices individuals on how to behave or act while dating depending on social class and ethnicity of the partner. In the short story, a young boy gives instructions on how to prepare oneself and become ready for the date. He starts by giving common signs for eliminating this in the culture of people in the ghetto like “government cheese” and the processes appropriate for approaching a female who is either an outsider or an insider (Diaz 64). Throughout the story, the narrator shifts his words and mannerism to regarding the female’s race and social class. The change of words observed in the short story determines the speech and approach of the narrator to the lady. Again, the constant shifts in descriptions of men and women's social class and ethnicities make it difficult for the reader to understand what kind of a person is narrating the events in the short story. This paper, therefore, focuses on discussing Diaz’s explanation on how to act or behave while on a date depending on the lady’s race and social class and reflects challenges in socialization caused due to cultural differences, gender and race.  
	The advice of the narrator concerning behavior on a date denies individuals freedom to socialize confidently due to fear of getting judged and rejected. In the short story, the narrator suggests that individuals should act or show certain behavior while dating ladies from a different culture, social class and race. An individual should behave in a particular way while on a date depending on girl’s race, social class and culture. For example, the narrator says “hide the cheese in the cabinet above the oven, where she’ll never see it” when dating a woman from the society Hill or park (Diaz 83). He also says that one should make his toilet look presentable by putting a bucket, “with all the crapped-on toilet paper under the sink,” because the toilet was poorly made and it cannot flush toilet papers. The act of hiding government cheese and attempting to make the arrangement of the house look different creates insecurity and lack of freedom between the boy and girl on a date (Petrosino 4). In this case, the boy may not manage to express him or herself freely and with confidence due to fear that the girl might judge him based on his lifestyle and race. Regarding the short story, a Dominican has to feign every act that he makes while dating a white or halfie lady especially from the Society Hill or he risks his chances of moving the relationship further. However, the fact that the boy pretends to fit in the wrong shoe by behaving like a person of the same social class of the lady decreases the chance of their date going far if the girl knows the tricks. According to Augenbraum (155), despite that it sounds appropriate to feign one’s behavior on a date, it is extremely risky and denies individuals freedom to communicate freely due to the fear that their true colors of lifestyle might come to light with a single mess. In this case, therefore, the boy has to stay conscious instead of being free to avoid ruining the date before it takes root. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The act of concealing one’s true lifestyle and behaving like the “white boys” during the date shows dissatisfaction of one’s social class, background, race and culture. Park (6) argue that during the date in the short story the Dominican boy waits until his parents and siblings are out of the apartment before inviting the girl to prevent her from meeting the family members. In this case, the boy fails to tell his parents that he has a date and instead feigns sickness to stay at home while the rest of the family leaves the apartment. While at home, the narrator says “Takedown any embarrassing photos of your family in the campo, especially, that one with the half-naked kids dragging a goat on a rope” (Diaz 38). Regarding the statement, when the boy hides photos, it shows that he is not happy about his family which seems to embarrass him due to their race, culture and social class. The narrator’s suggestion on hiding his own photos with an Afro shows that is not proud of his race. Despite that he wants to date a white or halfie lady, he still lacks confidence with his skin color and has not embraced the fact he was born in a different culture and social class. While on date the narrator comments, “Tell her that you love her hair, her skin, her lips, because, in truth, you love them more than you love your own” (Diaz 83). The Dominican boy wants to date white and halfie ladies from the Society Hill because he does not like those of his own race due to their skin color. The act of hiding one's origin and pretending while dating ladies from a different race, therefore, shows dissatisfaction of personal ethnicity and social class.
	Also, recommended behaviors in the book show that racial differences, culture and ethnic groups make it challenging for people to interact on the basis of cultural differences, race and social class. For instance, the narrator who is also a young boy from the urban area shows in his advice that it is challenging to date a girl who comes from a different race, culture and social class. Park (6) posits that the young man wants to date the local girls but because he comes from a different ethnic group, he has to conceal his identity to please a halfie or white girl from a different area. The narrator suggests that it is important to get rid of photos or anything that might make the girl change her mind concerning the relationship. According to the narrator’s advice on how to behave on a date shows that dates between people from different races are more likely to fail. The reason for failure is because individuals tend to judge each other based on the stereotypes, culture and social class. Parents in most cases would not like to see their children dating people from a low social class. For example, in the book, the narrator says, "Her parents don't want her seeing a boy from the Terrace," because this is an area with a bad reputation that people like stabbing each other so easily (Diaz 21). It is, therefore, challenging to date ladies from a different race due to cultural differences and social class.
Conclusion
	Having discussed Diaz’s explanation on how to act or behave while on a date depending on the lady’s race and social class and reflected challenges in socialization caused due to cultural differences, gender and race, the narrator’s advice show that dating ladies from a different ethnic group is not an easy task. Diaz explains throughout the book, "How to Date a Brown (Black Girl, White Girl, or Halfie)” that racial differences prevent individuals from dating freely by showing each other the true identity of their origin, culture and social class due to the fear that they might get rejected or judged wrongly. The narrator encourages individuals to always pretend and behave in a way that suits the backgrounds or preferences of a girl depending on her race, social class and culture. Diaz, therefore, has shown in the short story that it is very challenging to date girls from a different race due to stereotypical narratives and prejudices which prevents individuals from dating freely and seeing each other equally.
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